
LANDCRUISING WITH ‘HUCK’

Australia is not like most countries we visit when cruising 
for several reasons. The biggest difference is that the 
country is HUGE!

We arrived in October as part of the ‘Down Under Rally’ 
and we attended the ‘Down Under Rally’ presentations 
on Down Under cruising, both land and sea, during 
the Rally Welcome Week. It was after attending these 
presentations that we decided it would be a real shame 
to have sailed halfway around the world to get here but 
not spend the time needed to really explore Australia. 

That was 8 months ago and despite spending 4 months 
‘on the road’ we still really have only scratched the 
surface when it comes to seeing Australia. 

Like many other cruisers we have been traveling aboard 
our boat for several years and for us it just ‘feels right’ to 
want to get some dirt under our feet again. Many cruisers 
consider buying a car and renting a caravan. Some rent 
cars where and when they can and do several shorter 
road trips. For Heidi and I, we knew that the type of travel 
we wanted to do would be difficult in a rented vehicle. We 
expected that we would be traveling long distances and 
visiting remote places to see things that most tourists 
would miss. If this sounds familiar, it should. It’s the same 
reason we all travel by boat.  As Robert Frost wrote “Two 
roads diverged in a wood, and I - I took the one less traveled 
by, and that has made all the difference.”  

We also had a vision of how we wanted to travel. We 
knew we wanted a capable 4WD so we could camp and 
explore more remote areas. We were also not keen on 
sleeping in a tent on the ground. What we really wanted 
was a roof top tent so that we would be well up above 
all the wonderful creatures that crawl around in the 
Australia night. 

Soon after arriving in Australia on the 2015 Down Under 
Rally and with our ‘minds eye’ image of the perfect 
vehicle captured we began searching various car sales 
sites on the Internet until we had a shortlist of suitable 
vehicles. We then hired a car and proceeded to inspect 
them one by one until we were lucky enough to find the 
perfect ‘land yacht’ for us, a very well equipped, well 
maintained but older Toyota Landcruiser 4WD that had 
been modified for traveling around Australia.

2015 ‘Down Under Rally’ Participants, Joe & Heidi off S/Y Huck,
share some memories & valuable tips from their trip!!

“Simply put… we wanted to be 
on the road less traveled.”
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When you are traveling hundreds of kilometers on 4WD 
tracks, it is comforting to know that you have enough fuel 
to continue on for long distances rather than having to 
divert and go find fuel. The previous owners had installed 
a long-range fuel tank giving us a range of over 1800 
km (1100+ miles). They had also installed an upgraded 
suspension, a winch, and a Hannibal Safari Roof Top Tent, 
Rack & Awning. It also has built in drawers, a pull out ARB 
Fridge, a large water tank and even a heat exchanger for 
hot showers. 

For our ‘shake down’ trip, we headed a few hours away 
to Barrington Tops National Park. We chose a 4WD track 
into a remote camping spot so we could test the 4WD 
capabilities, as well as the roof top tent setup.  The truck 
performed perfectly and we spent a wonderful few days 
in our remote little spot. One odd thing we noticed at this 
particular camp sight was the lack of much wildlife. We 
had really expected to see kangaroos, beautiful birds, and 
all the other amazing things you find in the Australian 
wilderness.

A few days later a Parks Ranger suggested we try another 
campground called Gloucester Falls so we headed there 
to camp for a few more days. 

What an amazing difference - at this one camp site we 
saw over a dozen different birds including some favorites 
like Kookaburras, Crimson Rosellas, and Superb Fairy-
Wrens. I should mention now that we were not avid 
bird watchers. What we found quickly is that the same 
interest that we have in finding reef fish and snorkeling 
translated very well to finding and identifying Aussie 
birds in the wild.

“Virtually all to the comforts of 
home - assuming of course that 

your home is a boat!”

LANDCRUISING WITH ‘HUCK’...
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WELCOME TO ALL QUALITY ENGINEERING
We are an Engineering Business based at Port Bundaberg, 

Burnett Heads, servicing the Bundaberg Region and 
surrounding districts. We provide a range of Engineering, 

Machining and Propeller Services, including: 

 • Marine Engineering
 • New Propeller Sales 
 • Propeller Repairs
 • Propeller Shaft Repairs
 • Propeller Scanning
 • Propeller Repitching
 • Large Capicity Machining
 • Milling & Drilling 
 • Welding
 • Machinery Repairs

We are Prop Scan Specialists. Scanning propellers to 
ISO International Standards. Catering for all types and sizes 
of propellers, from small boat or yacht to large commercial 
propellers. At All Quality Engineering we pride ourselves on 

the work we do and the service we provide to our clients. 
Our work is of the highest quality and precision, with the 

use of quality products.

Contact: TREVOR NIELSEN (Manager/Director)
Shed 1A, 146 Buss St., Port Bundaberg, Burnett Heads Q 4670

m: 0407 803 239  e: trevor@allqualityengineering.com.au
w: www.allqualityengineering.com.au   A.B.N 50 603 202 044
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Australian Marine Wholesale
The Boat Works, Unit 2 Building J
1 Boat Works Drive, Coomera QLD 4209

P +61 7 5580 1511
E sales@amwholesale.com.au
W www.amwholesale.com.au

Desalination systems Marine electronics

Marine electronics LED lighting solutions

Compelling marine design and technology
Superior electronics for every demanding marine application – inland 
fishing, coastal fishing, sailing and day cruising or larger powerboats.

The brighter choice in LED lighting is Lumitec - underwater, 
down lights, flood, task, cockpit, courtesy, accent and rail lights 
in over 500 lighting configurations and 22 models.

Engineered to deliver the best navigation systems 
Multifunction navigation, autopilots, radar, fishfinders, instruments, 
thermal cameras, VHF communications, satellite TV, cameras

Pure water. Anytime, anywhere.  
With output from 32L to 293L per hour, our 
desalinators provide the freedom to explore.

Relax with AMW’s world leading technology 

HUCK article

Lesson One: Always talk to the locals. 
They are always more than happy to share 
great information about their part of 
Australia. They’ll know all the best places, 
and will help guide you to the must-see 
locations nearby. It is not uncommon for 
them to invite you into their homes, and 
share their stories.

With our ‘shake down’ we were ready to leave on our big 
trip. The overall plan was to travel south from Newcastle 
where Huck was berthed, then head West, eventually 
head North, then back across the Red Center/Uluru 
and once again into New South Wales. We had already 
begun identifying the key places we wanted to see. This 
list included places like the Snowy Mountains, the 12 
Apostles, the Great Ocean Road, the Nullarbor, Wave 
Rock, and certainly, Uluru. We also wanted to seek out 
Koalas, Kangaroos, Wallabies, Platypus, Kookaburras, 
Emu and Goanna. 

In total we traveled over 20,000 km (12,427 miles) 
exploring our way around Australia, following a route 
similar to the one depicted on the map below

“We wanted to find them all 
in the wild and not in a zoo 

or sanctuary.”
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As a general rule in Australia, you keep to the southern 
coasts in summer and head north for the winter. 
Remembering of course that the seasons are reversed 
from the Northern Hemisphere. Most of central and 
western Australia - the bulk of the country - is extremely 
arid and flat. Nearly all of the population in Australia lives 
within 20km of the ocean leaving much of the country 
sparsely populated. These remote areas of the ‘Outback’ 
are exactly what we wanted to go explore.

So let the adventure begin! Our first destination was 
to be Long Plain Hut, in the Snowy Mountains; largely 
because we had a made a friend in Newcastle who’s said 
this was his favorite place. Although it was beautiful, it 
was also very horse-centric. There were Brumbies, or 
wild Australian Horses roaming throughout the area. 
They were very interesting to see, and watch, until a 
group of brumbies (officially termed a ‘Mob’) came to visit 
our truck at 1:00am. Roughly 30 or so brumbies milling 
about make a lot of noise. They were harmless for the 
most part, but are large animals and we were very glad to 
be sitting up high in our roof top tent rather than sleeping 
on the ground.

Lesson Two: Roof top tents, and other 
more protected sleeping arrangements 
offer a great deal of comfort when 
traveling to new places.

While we were at Long Plain Hut we had several 
conversations with the other campers. Some were 
locals and shared their knowledge of area. Others were 
just traveling through and shared an entirely different 
viewpoint. The travelers were either going a similar 
direction as we were, or they had just come from the area 
that we were going to next. In either case they had great 
information to share. 

One couple, in a very muddy 4WD, talked about the great 
off road tracks near the border of New South Wales, 
and Victoria. We really didn’t have any firm plans, so we 
decided to use the information they shared to form the 
next leg of our journey. We headed off to find the iconic 
Davies Plain 4WD Track that begins as you drive through 
the Murray River and into Victoria. 

Located in The Boat Works at the Gold Coast, Everything Marine 
Australia provides a comprehensive, professional service for all your 

repairs & maintenance to any type of yacht. With over 50 years 
experience working with all types of standing & running rigging, 

lazy jack systems, steering cables, deck gear & sailing hardware 
we will ensure your rig is ready for the next leg of your voyage.

WE SPECIALISE IN:
• Refit Project Management
• Mast & Rigging Repairs & 
 Maintenance
• Mast & Boom Repainting 
• Mast Stepping/Unstopping & 
 Tuning
• All Winch Repairs & 
 Maintenance

Contact us now & mention the ‘Down Under Rally’ 
and we will carry out a FREE Rig Inspection when you arrive 

at The Boat Works!

Factory J8/J9 The Boat Works
1 Boatworks Drive

Coomera, Queensland, 4209

Tel: 07 55732258
Email: admin@everythingmarineaustralia.com.au

• Hydraulic Ram Service
• Furling Systems
• Paint & Gelcoat Repairs
• Full Re-Spray Capability
• Machining in all Types of 
 Materials
• Hi-Tech Carbon Composite 
 Repairs

“I may have failed to mention 
that our truck also had a Snorkel 
installed. Snorkeling takes on a 

whole new meaning when you are 
exploring Australia via 4WD.”

LANDCRUISING WITH ‘HUCK’...
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Lesson Three: Other travelers have 
fantastic information about the areas you 
are likely heading into. The locals have 
great information about the immediate 
area, but many of them seldom venture 
very far from their home.

Our fluid approach to traveling proved to be instrumental 
in helping us see some of our very favorite places across 
Australia. Here is a quick story to highlight this point:

We were camping in a beautiful little seaside town called 
Port Fairy, VIC.  There were several wildlife hikes in the 
area, the weather was great and there was wonderful 
seafood. Our plan was to continue west towards Mount 
Gambier in South Australia. We had contemplated going 
to an area called the Grampians but that would take us 
several hours due north, and then we’d have to work our 
way back down to the coast. It is also worth mentioning 
that the Easter Holiday was fast approaching and during 
these holiday times, Australians flood into the camping 
areas making it very difficult for us transient travelers to 
find a spot to camp. 

While in Port Fairy we met two lovely couples. Kevin 
& Jennifer and Shane & Jennifer. They were both 
traveling separately but knew each other. Kevin and 
Jennifer actually lived in Halls Gap in the Grampians and 
convinced us that a trip North would be well worth it. 
Taking their advice we ended up finding yet another of 
our favorite areas of Australia. Rough, rocky mountains 
with rivers running through them, an amazing number of 
incredible hiking trails and more wildlife than we’ve seen 
anywhere else in our travels. This was also an example of 
Australians opening their home to us, as we stayed with 
them, and their family at their home over the long Easter 
weekend.

Continuing along our journey West, we were approaching 
the Eyre Highway, which crosses the Nullarbor Plain. 
‘Nullarbor’ literally translates to ‘No Trees’. Interesting 
when you consider that the Nullarbor Plain occupies 
an area of roughly 200,000 square kilometers (77,000 
square miles). This area was originally considered to be 
uninhabitable by everyone except the few indigenous 
aboriginal tribes that lived there. In 1941, a rough track 
was carved across the South Coast of the continent. We 
hadn’t done much research about crossing the Nullarbor 

but we did know that it was a very long stretch of road 
with virtually nothing along the way. We would have to 
cross it to get to Western Australia and eventually on 
towards Perth. 

We had a few misconceptions before we went across. 
We were not sure if the whole distance was paved, or if 
sections were still just dirt. We also had not had very much 
experience with the ‘Australian Road Trains’ - huge, long 
semi-trucks pulling 3-4 trailers in a row. We had heard 
stories from Australians, and seen information online 
about how difficult it is to pass on of these monstrous 
trucks. They move slightly slower than passenger 
vehicles, they are very long, they throw rocks up from 
their tires, and there are warning about them all along 
the roads. In the end we found that the last dirt section 
of the Nullarbor was sealed in 1976. We also found that 
there are Roadhouses/fuel stops along the way. There is 
even the Nullarbor Links, the worlds longest Golf Course. 
Participating Roadhouses/townships host one hole each 
across a distance 1,365 km. You can rent clubs at one 
end of the Nullarbor and return them at the other end. 
Oh, and the Road Trains, while immense are very well 
behaved and since the road is sealed are easily passed 
using the passing lanes.
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At this point, we were in Western Australia. 

If you look at a map of the Australia you’ll see that each 
of the 7 States has rather normal looking boundaries 
with the exception of Western Australia. It’s almost as if 
the Australians grew tired of making up the states and 
decided to simply draw a huge line down the center of 
the country. 

Western Australia is huge! It is also sparsely populated 
with the exception of Perth. Once you leave Perth heading 
North along the coast, the small towns quickly give way 
to long stretches of road with little more than cattle 
stations occasionally showing up. There are definitely 
some interesting little towns, but they are few and far 
between. 

The Cattle Stations were an interesting thing for us 
to learn about. Keeping in mind that much of Australia 
is very arid, and there are years upon years of drought, 
many of these stations are no longer able to support 
the industry that created them. Some have moved from 
raising cattle to raising sheep, but several of them have 
found new life by hosting travelers. These stations are 
often in excess of 1 million acres. Some are still working 
cattle stations. All of them have interesting histories, and 
wonderful people. 

We had now worked our way up to Cape Range National 
Park near Exmouth, WA, where you can explore the 
Ningaloo Reef. This reef is on of the longest fringing reefs 
in the world, and is located within close proximity to the 
shore. You enjoyed swimming with Whale Sharks, and 
snorkel along the reef. Unfortunately when we left for 
our “Land Cruise” we didn’t have the foresight to bring 
along our snorkeling/diving gear, so we had to rent the 
equipment.

Lesson Four: Even thought you’re 
traveling by land, there are great places 
along the way to get in the water, swim, 
and snorkel. Take your bathers and gear 
with you!

Upon leaving Exmouth we began our journey 
towards the Red Center.  Our first stop to the 
East was in Karijini National Park, an area with 
incredible gorge hikes, and beautiful freshwater 
swimming holes. From Karijini we headed 
Southeast through very remote mining areas. We 
made our way to the Western most end of the 
‘Outback Way’ - Australia’s Longest Shortcut. 

It’s 2,750km of mostly unsealed road. In order 
to travel through this section of Australia you 
are required to get permits allowing you to cross 
Aboriginal Lands. These permit`s were easy and 
free to obtain. In hindsight, they are more intended 
to track the number of people crossing so that 
appropriate funding can be obtained for road 
improvements. Along the way there are sections 
of road that allow you to reach speeds of roughly 
100km/hr. In this very dry arid desert they had just 
had several days of rain, and some of the sections 
were nearly flooded. Once again, having a 4WD 
with a snorkel allowed us to proceed nicely along 
our way towards the famed Uluru. As we got closer, 
our first view of the rock formations around Uluru 
was striking group of domes rocks called Kata-
Tjuta (‘The Olgas’). It was early in the afternoon 
and our initial view of the mountains with clouds 
obscuring the top was simply amazing. It was one 
of the most memorable sites of the entire trip.

“Two roads diverged in a wood, 
and I - I took the one less 

traveled by, and that has made 
all the difference.”

ROBERT FROST

LANDCRUISING WITH ‘HUCK’...
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We were now about to enter civilization again, as was 
evident as soon as we pulled the truck into the parking 
lot to hike Walpa Gorge. Our normally white Land 
Cruiser, covered from stem to stern in Red Bull dust, 
stood out distinctly from the nice clean, paved road 
traveling cars and trucks. 

After a great little hike we headed to Ayers Rock (Uluru) 
Resort Village. There are few, if any, camping areas near 
Uluru, so we pulled into the Resort Caravan Park and 
wedged ourselves into a rather small, yet expensive site. 
You could hear the huge generators, which run 24/7 to 
provide lights and power to the whole area. To be honest, 
it was a similar feeling to pulling into a marina berth 
after you’ve been out cruising for months on end. Just 
like a marina, we did enjoy some of the amenities that 
the park had to offer including plenty of drinking water 
(which had been pretty scarce across much of the West. 
We went to the BBQ Restaurant and had a beer. We did 
laundry, trying to get as much of the Red bull dust out of 
our clothes as possible. 

We went to Uluru the next day for a long hike around 
the base of the Rock. It was a scenic walk, but was 
rather lacking in the wildlife department. 

Through our travels we had come to recognize the 
signs of wildlife, even if we were not lucky enough to 
spot the animals themselves. Around Uluru we were 
disappointed to not even see the signs of wildlife. We 
really had become spoiled.

Leaving the Uluru area and Alice Springs, we were 
now on our homeward stretch. We would soon 
enter Queensland from the Northern Territory, and 
Queensland is just North of New South Wales. 

Have I mentioned just how BIG Australia is? 
Although we were mentally on the homestretch, the 
distance from Alice Springs to Newcastle, NSW is still 
over 3,700km. In our minds we would just pop across to 
Bundaberg, down to Brisbane, and on down the coast 
to Newcastle. We basically did exactly that, but it took 
us a few weeks to make our way home.  As we headed 
back to Huck we had some great surprises like stopping 
at yet another ‘Station’ called Gumtree where a fifth 
generation family runs the caravan park and shared 

their story of coming to that remote part of the bush. 
We also got to catch up with old cruising friends near 
Brisbane. 

All in all, the final few weeks were a blur, but it was 
wonderful coming back in to familiar territory again.
The feeling of arriving back on the boat after being gone 
for nearly 4 months was fantastic, even if it was at 
1:00am.

We feel we have now done enough ‘Land Cruising’ and 
we are looking forward to returning home for a couple 
of months, missing the coldest part of the winter here, 
and returning later in the year for another Sydney Harbor 
Christmas & New Years Eve. We loved it last year!  In early 
2017 we think we might sail to Tasmania and spend a 
couple of months exploring ‘Tassie’ as the Aussies say. Then 
we will likely sail north along the east coast with the goal of 
departing Australia for Indonesia in July. 
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Noumea’s First & Exclusive 
Yacht, Super Yacht & Mega 
Yacht Servicing Agency

As an established yacht agent servicing yachts since the year 2006, we have a 
reputable and honourable standing for our prompt professional services. We base 
our whole operation on reliable service to yachts and their crew, covering every 
aspect of their individual needs. Our staff speak fluent English, French & Spanish, 
including all the technical ‘jargon’ unique to the world of yachting. Being a local 
company with an established network of suppliers and technicians, we are able to 
cater to all your requirements while offering you the best rates for quality services.

We respond quickly and proactively to all requests and we ensure each of our 
clients receive top quality supplies and services. Come and Say ‘Hi’ to owner 
Hervé Moal when you arrive!
 

Contact: +687 24 01 23      Gsm: (+687) 79 56 01 or (+687) 98 94 17
Email: nys22s@hotmail.com  Website: www.noumeayachtservices.com

We can help with:
• Inbound & Outbound Clearances - 
 we do all the running around for   
 you
• Internet connectivity - voice and   
 data sim cards for rental
• Car rental  
•  Airport transfers  
•  Boat Part procurement

• Receiving mail & packages from   
 overseas
• Recommend & arrange for
 reputable marine trades to carry   
 out repairs
• Tours
• Info about where to cruise &
 what to see

We have loved our time in Australia so far and we want 
to share with you a few thoughts and tips...

• Join the ‘Down Under Rally’, go to the Welcome
 Week presentations and then...GO EXPLORE, MEET  
 GREAT  PEOPLE AND SEE GREAT THINGS!
• Australia is an amazing place to explore with   
 incredible wildlife, stunning scenery and some of the 
 most welcoming and friendly people we’ve ever met.
• BE FLEXIBLE IN YOUR PLANS. Adjust your
 destinations and timings based on information you
 find along the way, and also make adjustments
 based on the weather.
• Traveling by 4WD in Australia is very similar to
 cruising in your boat. You need to be self sufficient,
 and take the same precautions as when you sail. You
 are often just a remote while on land as you are
 when you are on passage.
• Your knowledge of boat systems sets you up   
 very well for traveling in a 4WD or Caravan. Water
 conservation, fuel management, house batteries
 with solar panels, DC refrigeration, GPS, and
 Satellite phones are things that most of us have
 lots of experience with, so leverage all that hard
 earned knowledge.

Helpful Information for traveling around Australia:
• WikiCamps App: http://www.wikicamps.com.au
• Fuel Map App: http://fuelmap.com.au
• Snowy Mountains:
 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Snowy_Mountains
• Davies Plain 4WD Track: http://www.4wdvictoria
 org.au/iconic4wd/daviesplain.html 
• Nullarbor:
 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nullarbor_Plain
• Outback Way: http://outbackway.org.au
• Toilet Finder App: iTunes App Store 

Heidi & Joe aboard ‘Huck’... their much loved Shannon 44

HUCK’S
HELPFUL HINTS & TIPS!

We are the 3rd owners. It has been over 10 years since this vehicle 
was used as a daily driver and the vehicle has been garaged most 

of it’s life. As a result the vehicle has no rust and the paint is in very 
good condition. The vehicle has primarily been used for adventure 

touring around Australia for 2- 4 months each year. 
If you are looking for a vehicle to tour Australia, without any 

additional money to spend, then this is the vehicle you’re looking for! 

There are OVER $15 000 WORTH OF ACCESSORIES on this vehicle, 
including a hot shower! For more information on this vehicle, 

please visit: http://www.svhuck.com/p/4wd.html 

Vehicle:        1992 Toyota Landcruiser Manual 4x4
Vehicle ID:         SSE-AD-3624688
Kilometres:         351,000
Colour:         Glacier White
Transmission:         Manual
Description:         HZJ80R Wagon 6st 5dr Man 5sp 4x4 4.2D
Price:        AUD$18,000.00

“This is a fantastic country truck 
in very good condition!”


